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Devices for Dignity Industry Challenge Call: Guidance Document

AIM
The aim of this call is to provide partners with D4D’s extensive knowledge, expertise, and networks to equip them with the capabilities to progress their innovation, for example, next-stage grant funding or private finance.  


WHO ARE WE LOOKING TO COLLABORATE WITH?
We are seeking to collaborate with partners who are open to D4D guidance, and methodology based on user-led development, and are working with clinical and academic partners.

We are interested in collaborating with industry partners with:
· A technology solution at Technology Readiness Level TRL 2-3 (concept stage) that meets one or more of the unmet need statements and requires collaborative partners to progress development. 
· A technology solution at Technology Readiness Level TRL 5-6 (prototype stage) which could be pivoted to respond to the unmet need challenge and requires collaborative partners to progress development.
We are seeking innovations that focus on one or more of the following:
· Apply a holistic approach to technology development, which considers the mental health of people with long-term neurological conditions (including their carers and families) alongside their physical health.  
· Address challenges associated with health inequalities and technology that is designed with digital inclusion in mind. 
· Consider environmental impact in order to support the net-zero commitment that the NHS has set in the ‘Delivering a ‘Net Zero National Health Service report’.

All applicants need to evidence initial user engagement to evidence early stage acceptability, validation of need and market research of competition.







WHAT IS THE AREA OF FOCUS FOR THE CALL?
Applications must look to address one or more of the following statements:
1. What if technologies could be adapted/personalised to meet needs across a range of user aspirations, lifestyles, age groups, and contexts?
2. What if there was improved monitoring for detecting early breathing problems?
3. What if there was improved monitoring for progression of motor systems?
4. What if telehealth solutions and platforms for engagement with health professionals were accessible for all users, regardless of communication difficulties?



WHAT SUPPORT IS ON OFFER?
The support is to be used for anything that is clearly related to progressing the innovation to a stage where it can attract further investment or development funding or to attract a commercial partner.
The support offered will be tailored to the needs of the project and will be agreed prior to the start of the project. Each project will receive 60 hours of support and can be in numerous forms including:
· Project oversight and direction
· Patient and public involvement and engagement
· Concept validation and scoping of clinical ‘fit’
· Market analysis including proof of market
· Relationship building and signposting within the NHS, health and social care, and technology sectors
· Establishment of project teams including clinical, patient, academic and design partners as required
· Clinical evidence planning, from proof of concept to large scale trials
· Regulatory guidance and strategy development
· Dissemination planning
· Support with funding applications
· Exploitation strategy development
· Adoption and implementation planning
· Access to specific relevant modules from the D4D learning platform (CPD accredited) 




HOW TO APPLY
· Applicants will be required to complete the application form which can be downloaded from the D4D website https://devicesfordignity.org.uk/industry-challenge-call/.
· Applications will only be accepted using the online application form.
· Applications must be completed and submitted before the advertised closing date.
· All applications will be treated as confidential.

SUCCESSFUL APPLICATIONS
The Awards Panel will appoint a D4D Project Monitor for each award who will be responsible for tracking and monitoring the project progress. 
The successful applicant will be required to designate a Project Manager who will be responsible for liaising with the D4D Project Monitor and submitting reports and project updates as set out in the agreement.

PROMOTION AND PUBLICITY
Successful applicants will be required to agree to D4D publicising the awards and outcomes of the work in publicity materials and press releases. Care will be taken to ensure that no confidential information is released.
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